HISTORICAL OCCASION: We are heading for the 150 year milestone of St Mary’s Church
opening on 4th February, 1872. An article in Fr Denis Martin’s publication (page 18) launched
at the Sesquicentenary celebration here in 2011 to mark the appointment by Bishop James
Quinn of Fr Paul Tissot as the first resident Parish Priest reads:

“The opening of St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, Maryborough, took place on Sunday last,
the 4th instant, and was distinguished by all the splendour of ceremonial which belongs to the
rites of this section of the Christian community. The sacred edifice was well filled with a congre-
gation numbering between 500 and 600. About 9a.m. a procession consisting of St Joseph's
School and the clergy who took part in the ceremony, moved from the old chapel and was met
at the porch of the new building by the gentlemen comprising the Building Committee. Mr
Sheridan, on behalf of the committee in a short address, expressive of deep and devout feeling,
handed over the building to their venerable and esteemed pastor, the Very Rev Fr Tissot who
made an appropriate and expressive reply. The procession then made the circuit of the church
and on returning to the porch, the clergy entered and having consecrated the interior in the usu-
al way, the public were admitted. High Mass was now celebrated by the Rev. Fr Tissot, assisted
by the Revs J. Horan, M. Horan, McGuiness and J.E.T. Woods. The choral portion of the service
was taken from Mozart’s Twelfth Mass and was very efficiently rendered by the choir who were
ably assisted by the kind services of several members of other denominations. The sermon was
preached by the Very Rev. J.E.-T. Woods who concluded the most eloquent and impressive dis-
course with an earnest appeal to the members of the congregation to contribute as far as in their
power towards wiping the debt incurred in the erection of the church. The appeal was most
handsomely responded to on the spot, the collection amounting to between 140 to 150 pounds
which being deducted from the sum owing leaves but the comparatively trifling balance of 120
pounds to be liquidated.”

The outcome of a meeting held on Friday to decide how we will celebrate this milestone will
be advised next week.

ROSTERS for the weekend Masses commencing January 2022 are available for collection from
the sign in table if you require a hard copy. A roster has been emailed to anyone who requested
this option previously. This year, we welcome two new readers to the team - Sumto Ibe and
Tyson Griffiths.

TISSOT TIMES: There are a few copies left in the church if you missed out or were away over
the Christmas/New Year period.

STATUES REFURB: We are pleased to advise that a quote from a reputable person has been
accepted and work will commence on Our Lady’s statue on the side altar very soon. This will be
followed by the cleaning and painting of the statue at the front of the church and the rooster. A
total of $1,779 has been received in donations towards this project for which we thank you.

MORE PLUMBING WOES: Late last year, we received advice that our water consumption
was over and above normal usage which our plumber investigated and set about fixing after
finding a broken copper pipe under the bitumen at the front of the Presbytery. A similar inci-
dent had occurred in the first part of 2021. At that time, we were given a quote for $5,352 to re-
run pipework from the water meter above ground which would require cutting and removal of
bitumen etc. Well, you guessed it, we now have another leak so the plumbers will be attending
to the major overhaul as soon as possible. The guttering on the front of the Presbytery was re-
placed just before Christmas and new guttering will be put on the cloisters on the hall side of
the church in the near future. Luckily, we have built up a nest egg in the Church Restoration
and Maintenance Account which will allow us to have this necessary work completed.

ENTRANCE: COME TO THE WATER

© F. Andersen & Chevalier Music

Come to the water, you who are thirsty!
Though you have nothing, | bid you come

And be filled with the goodness | have to offer
Come! Listen! Live!

Why spend your money on what cannot fill
The emptiness deep in your heart?

Listen to my word and you will enjoy
Goodness and peace in your heart!

Just as the heavens are high above earth,
My ways and thoughts beyond you!

Call me your father and know | am near!

| will be father to you!

Just as the rain falls to water the earth,
Just as a seed becomes bread,

My word upon you can never return
Until my longing is filled!
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COMMUNION: GALILEE SONG
F. Andersen
Deep within my heart | feel
Voices whispering to me,
Words that | can’t understand
Meanings | can’t clearly hear,
Calling me to follow close,
Lest | leave myself behind,
Calling me to walk into
Evening shadows one more time!

Refrain: So I leave my boats behind,
Leave them on familiar shores,
Set my heart upon the deep,

Follow you again my Lord!

In my memories | know

How you send familiar rains,
Falling gently on my days,
Dancing patterns on my pain.
And | need to learn once more,
In the fortress of my mind,

To believe in falling rain

As | travel deserts dry!

All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948.

THANKSGIVING: RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
Words and Music: Erica Marshall © Erica Marshall
Receive the light of Christ,
May He shine within our heart,
May the Christ light fill us

With joy and peace. (sing 3 times)

O Sacrament Most Holy,
O Sacrament Divine,
All praise and all thanksgiving,
be every moment thine. (say 3 times)

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY

CLandry © Carey Landry & North American Liturgy Resources

RECESSIONAL:

Refrain:
We are companions on the journey,
Breaking bread and sharing life;
And in the love we bear is the hope we share,
For we believe in the love of our God.
We believe in the love of our God.

No longer strangers to each other,
No longer strangers in God’s house;
We are fed and we are nourished
By the strength of those who care,
By the strength of those who care.

We have been gifted with each other,

And we are called by the Word of the Lord;
To act with justice, to love tenderly,

And to walk humbly with our God.

To walk humbly with our God.

We will seek and we shall find;

We will knock and the door shall be opened.
We will ask and it shall be given,

For we believe in the love of our God.

We believe in the love of our God.
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We remember in our prayers:

Those in ill health: Anna Pecar, Margaret Twomey, Laurel
Dingle, Fay Richards, Ame Cox.

The Recently Deceased: Patrick Berrell, Patricia Claxton,
Bienvenido Ceniza, Priscilla Sabando.

Anniversaries of Death: Luisa Jao, Josefina Jao, Lydia Egina
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$10 from Piety Stall

St Mary’s Activities Group resumes on
Wednesday 12th January in the parish hall
meeting room from 2-3.30pm.

Come along if you are looking for some
company and like to play board games such
as Sequence, Tri-ominoes, Yahtzee or card
games which we can teach you.
When we introduced this social activity at
the beginning of last year, it was gratifying to
see people coming back regularly and our
non-compulsory gold coin donations each
week allowed us to hire a small coach for an
excursion to the Cooloola Tea Gardens
thanks to driver Gerry.

Mr Ron Wroe is our
Parish Safeguarding
Representative and
is the right person to
approach if you have
witnessed or have any concerns
about unacceptable behaviour
towards young people or vul-
nerable adults in our Parish.
Ron’s contact number is listed
on the front page. The Archdio-
cese of Brisbane has a policy in
place which protects and values
the dignity of all people.
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NEWSLETTER 9TH JANUARY 2022

ST MARY’S

MARYBOROUGH

THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDULE

12/01/2022 Wednesday 8.00am
13/01/2022 Thursday 12 noon
14/01/2022 Friday 8.30am
15/01/2022 Saturday
Maryborough 6.00pm
16/01/2022 Sunday
Maryborough 8.00am
Tiaro 10.00am

RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY 5 -5.30pm

This week’s Readings
(page 758 St Pauls Missal)

1st - Isaiah 40: 1-5,9-11 j;\

Psalm Response: -
Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!
2nd - Titus 2: 11-14; 3: 4-7
Gospel Acclamation (sung):
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
John said: He who is to come is
mightier than I; he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia.

Gospel - Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Next weekend’s Readings:
2nd Sunday Ord Time Year C
1st - Isaiah 62: 1-5

Psalm: 95

2nd - 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11
Gospel - John 2: 1-11

“You are my beloved Son; in whom I am well pleased”

Today, we celebrate the feast of “The Baptism of the Lord”
by John the Baptist in the River Jordan which marks the
end of the Christmas season and the beginning of Year C
Ordinary Time. In so doing, the Church invites all of us
to renew our own baptismal promises so that we can live
ever more transparently as disciples of Jesus, trying to
do what is right and true at all times.

By being baptized, even though he had no need to be
cleansed from sin himself, Jesus takes our place and we
in turn, when we are baptized, are called to take Jesus’
place, to become God’s true children. Thus through bap-
tism, we put on Christ; we are clothed with Christ; we
become one with Christ; we become another Christ and
one with the church.

Dear brothers and sisters, it is very true that we receive
baptism only once in our lifetime but it is never a one-
time event; we have to live and keep our baptismal prom-
ises throughout our life. That is to say that we have to
conform to Christ more and more on a daily basis. In
other words, we who have received the grace of baptism
must endeavour always to live up to our baptismal
promises throughout our life and this is the Good News
of today.

As we continue to celebrate this feast of our Lord’s bap-
tism, let us thank God for this grace because through
baptism we are assured of eternal life. We might falter at
times as human but we are still God’s children and this
is where our dignity lies. We have become children of
God by virtue of the baptism of Christ and by virtue of
our sharing in his baptism so it is worth rejoicing and
worth celebrating.

Peace be with you! Fr Lucius




