
  This Week’s Mass Schedule 
21/12/2022  Wednesday  08.00am 
     Fairhaven    10.00am 
22/12/2022  Thursday     12:00pm 
23/12/2022  Friday      08:30pm 
24/12/2022  Saturday 
    Carols 06.00pm - Mass  07.00pm 
25/12/2022  Sunday 
    Maryborough      08.00am 
 Tiaro           10:00am 

His name will be Emmanuel: God is with us  
On this fourth and last Sunday of Advent, the Holy Mother 
Church calls us to take a cue from the spiritual bonds shared 
by Mary and Elizabeth in today’s Gospel. We are called to 
believe that what was promised us by the Lord would come 
to be, and then to act on the strength of that faith by mak-
ing ourselves channels of the joy that flows from it. Let us 
therefore listen and hear the footsteps of God who has gift-
ed us with His only begotten son to redeem us and to set us 
free.  
 
The question we might like to ask ourselves this week is; 
what gifts are we prepared to give this Christmas? Let us 
consider and reflect on this four letters below: 
 
R – espect. Everybody has to be respected even little ones 
and those we consider less-important. I must respect your 
idea and everything in you.  
O – penness. I am open to all possibilities. Especially in my 
relationship with others.  
S – ensitivity. I can easily understand your feelings at any giv-
en moment and try to respond to it with care and compas-
sion.  
E – mpathy. I am willing to feel your pain and to place your 
needs above mine. 
 

Combining the four letters will give us ROSE which symboliz-
es love. Are you prepared to give someone ROSE this Christ-
mas?  
 

Finally, dear brothers and sisters, as we begin the final prep-
aration to Christmas, let us pray for the generosity to open 
our hearts for the light of Christ to shine through to those 
we come in contact with this festive season. May the Father 
of mercies open our eyes to see his Son’s face in each other 
and may our hearts leap with joy at the sight of our brothers 
and sisters this Christmas. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! 
Fr Lucius  

READINGS 
Fourth Sunday Of Advent - Year 
A (p.115) 
• 1st      -   Isaiah 7:10-14     
• Psalm -  23 Resp. in hymns page 
• 2nd   -    Romans 1:1-7          
• Gospel Accl. in hymns page 
• Gospel - Matthew 1:18-24          
 
Next weekend’s: The Nativity Of 
The Lord - Year A (p.119) 
• 1st   -   Isaiah 52:7-10     
• Psalm  -  97 
• 2nd   -  Hebrews 1:1-6    
• Gospel -  John 1:1-18    

1st RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
EVERY SATURDAY  5 - 5.30pm 
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Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 
let the earth be opened and bring forth a 

Saviour.   

 
 

A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 
“Your Catholic faith is woven through 
the many milestones in your life 
providing guidance, hope and 
strength. Making a gift of any size 
through your Will can support the 
mission of your parish, the Catholic 
Church and the faith of future gener-
ations.” Please take a leaflet from 
the Church/visit Parish office for 
more details. 

ROSTER Sat 17th Dec. Sun 18th Dec. Sat 24th Dec. Sun 25th Dec. 

Welcomer Ron Pat Ron Tyson 

1st Reader John Peter Pamella Eris 

2nd Reader Pamella  Catherine Tom Catherine 

Communion 
Gerry 

Wayne 
Lita 
Con 

Judy 
Sue 

Rebecca 
Graham 

Servers 
Thu 
Han 

Andre 

Isaac 
Xavier 

TBA 
Sarah 
Byron 

Musicians 
Bong 

Jearen  
Robyn TBA TBA 

Singers Filipino Choir  Men  Choir TBA 

Mass set up 
Janette 
Sophie 

Lita 
Rebecca 

Beverley 
Lou 

Lita 
Rebecca 

Morning Tea     

Flowers Sue Flavel and Anne Gilbert  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• Christmas Eve: Saturday 

 24th December 
  Carols: 6pm 
  Mass - 7pm 
 
• Christmas Day Mass: 
 Sunday 25th December -  
Normal Sunday Mass Schedule 

Please Ensure Silence In 
The Church By 

Supporting Silent Prayer 



Thanksgiving:  Prayer for Peace 
     David Haas © GIA Publications 

Love before us, love behind us, 

Love under our feet. 

Love within us, love over us,  

Let all around us be love.   (2x) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948. 

 
Recessional Hymn:  Joyful in Hope 

                     Michael Herry © Michael Herry 

Joyful in hope, Your people pray. 

Joyful in hope, we’re on our way. 

Though the road may not be clear, 

We believe, Lord, You are near, 

In the smile and open heart--- 

Of a friend. 

 

Joyful in hope, Your people pray. 

Joyful in hope, we’re on our way. 

There’s sunshine after rain; 

There’s laughter after pain; 

And I am with you always,--- 

So rise again. 

 

Mary, so open to the Lord, 

When you answered, “Yes,” our hope was re-

stored. 

Though you couldn’t understand, 

In trust you took his hand. 

So, joyful in hope, we live again. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948. 

Entrance:      O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
           Traditional 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  
Who ord’rest all things mightily;  
To us the path of knowledge show,  
And teach us in Her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,  
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,  
In ancient times didst give the law,  
In cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
    All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948. 
 

 
Psalm Response: (Read) 
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  
 
Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
A virgin will give birth to a son; 
his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
Communion:  Jesus You are Bread for Us 

 Words and Music: Christopher Walker © 1990 Christopher Walker 

Refrain: 
     Jesus, You are bread for us. 
     Jesus, You are life for us. 
     In Your gift of Eucharist 
     We find love. 
 

When we feel we need a friend 
You are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend You are. 
Thank you for the love we share. R./ 
 

When we feel that we need love 
You are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend You are. 
Thank you for the love we share. R./ 
 

When we feel that things aren’t fair 
You are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend You are. 
Thank you for the love we share. R./ 
 

In communion we believe 
You are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend You are. 
Thank you for the love we share. R./ 
    All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Those in ill health: Brian Berry, Karl Guerin, Rita 

Sempf, Daryl Sempf, Carmel Bird, Gregory 

Massingham, Patricia Thackeray, Dianne Hassel-

bach, Paul Massingham, Moira Hansen, David 

Brettell, Anna Pecar, Ame Cox and Laurel Dingle. 

The Recently Deceased: Robert Glover, Ruth 

Mudge, Joseph Marshall and Bernice Brown 

Anniversary of Death: Noelene Hogan, Joseph 

Hogan, Zita Hogan, Bill Steemson, Alice Bertram, 

Eslawa Alimpangog, Noel Francis Owen, Agustin 

Gertrudis, Carlos Pepito, Alfredo Martino Jas and 

Patrick Berrell. 

  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
(The fourth candle, called the Pregnancy Can-
dle, reminds us that we are the flesh of Christ 
in the world.)  
  
The world is pregnant, groaning as it struggles 
with birth, leaping with the expectation of 
new life, as we light the fourth and last of our 
Advent candles, hearing the challenge to be 
open to new birth. The angel has spoken, the 
Virgin is with child, The Son of God takes on 
human life, beginning as we all do within the 
womb, waiting to burst forth into the light.  
 
Fr Lucius: Lord Jesus, come and be born again 
in our world.  
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Fr Lucius: Lord Jesus, come and take on hu-
man flesh. 
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Fr Lucius: Lord Jesus, come and bless the fruit 
of the womb.  

The latest Catholic 
Leader is available at 
the Church now for 

$4.Please leave payment in the provided container/envelope. 

Christmas Offering Envelopes: The envelopes are available at 
the main entrances in the Church. This year the Christmas 
Offerings will be used towards the project “Screen Installations” 

Notes: 
• Catherine Antonio is currently helping out with some administrative work at the Parish 

Office. 
• Screen Installation:  Preparations are continuing. We will keep you all updated. 
• Due to holidays, we are printing two Newsletters this week. Any information received 

after 15/12/2022 will be included in the first Newsletter of 2023. 
• Saturday & Sunday Mass Roster - January To April 1st/2nd 2023. Hard copies will be 

available from this weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations  
Xavier Ogilvie  

the recipient of the  
Parish Priest’s Award for 2022. 

 

A Bursary of $250 is presented to a  
primary school student who shows  

qualities of leadership and  
service in the Parish and St. Mary’s Primary 

School. 
Your participation in the Altar Servers Ministry 

is to be commended. 
 

With best wishes from  
St Mary’s Parish Community 

“Pause & Reflect” 
“WHERE ARE YOU GOING?” 

“FIND YOUR VOCATION” 
“DISCERN YOUR VOCATION” 

“Each one of us is called – whether to the 
lay life in marriage, to the priestly life in the ordained ministry, or to a life of special 
consecration; in order to become a witness of the Lord, here and now” Pope Francis 
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/?mc_cid=0400beed5e&mc_eid=0f46452904 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
for 

Christmas Carols and Masses 
 

When 
TUESDAY, 20TH 

DECEMBER 2022 
4PM @ St. Mary’s 

 
ALL CHOIRS AND INTERESTED PERSONS 

ARE WELCOME 

Spiritual meaning behind Poinsettia 
“A legend is told of Pepita, a poor Mexican girl who had no 
gift to present the Christ Child at Christmas Eve Masses. As 
Pepita walked slowly to the chapel with her cousin Pedro, 

her heart was filled with sadness rather than joy. Pedro 
said consolingly, I am sure, Pepita, that even the most 

humble gift, if given in love, will be acceptable in His eyes. 
 

Not knowing what else to do, Pepita knelt by the roadside and gathered a 
handful of common weeds, fashioning them into a small bouquet. Looking 
at the scraggly bunch of weeds, she felt more saddened and embarrassed 
than ever by the humbleness of her offering. She fought back a tear as she 

entered the small village chapel. 
 

As she approached the altar, she remembered Pedro’s kind words: Even 
the most humble gift, if given in love, will be acceptable in His eyes. She felt 
her spirit lift as she knelt to lay the bouquet at the foot of the nativity sce-
ne. Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into blooms of brilliant red, and 

all who saw them were certain that they had witnessed a Christmas miracle 
right before their eyes. From that day on, the bright red flowers were 

known as the Flores de Noche Buena, or Flowers of the Holy Night, for they 
bloomed each year during the Christmas season and thus, the legend of the 

poinsettia was born.“ 

Teachings of the Catholic Church 
“A look at key teachings, beliefs, practices and rituals of the Catholic Church 
and connections to more information.” 
Please follow the link: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/teachings-of-the-
catholic-church/#catholic-social-teaching 

http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/?mc_cid=0400beed5e&mc_eid=0f46452904
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/teachings-of-the-catholic-church/#catholic-social-teaching
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/teachings-of-the-catholic-church/#catholic-social-teaching

