REFLECTION FROM “THE SPIRIT AND THE CROSS” - SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Questions For Reflection : As we have journeyed through Lent and the Easter week, how have I been transformed? In times of trial, do I respond like Thomas? What would my response now be?
Prayer For The Day: Lord of all hope, thank you for the assurance that your steadfast love never ceases. Renew our spirits, deepen our faith, open our eyes to your truth and strengthen our desire to encounter the
risen Christ. Amen.
FR. LEO BURKE is expected to be here before this weekend at St. Mary’s and will be staying at the Presbytery. Fr Leo Burke will be with us for some weeks for the care of the parish while Fr. Lucius is on holidays.
THANK YOU to all who helped with duties needed during Holy Week and Easter.
TWO-MINUTE HOMILIES AND REFLECTIONS: Weekly Homilies or reflections of around two minutes in length
by clergy, religious and lay people from throughout the archdiocese is available online to watch http://
archbne.org/dlzv
OPEN CHURCH & MUSIC AT ST PAUL’S: The
next Open Church with music will be held in St
Paul’s on Thursday 5th May from 9.00am to
11.00am.
BAROQUE RECITAL: THE ARIOSO CHAMBER ENSEMBLE at St Stephen’s Uniting Church Sussex
street, Maryborough Sunday 1 May 2022 commencing at 2:00pm. Tickets at the doors (cash
only).
ROSES: Never miss the roses in
our Church garden. It is taken
care continuously and hence it
keeps on blooming. We welcome
those who are interested to join
the team of Parishioners who
takes care of the roses, and tend
the rose garden to keep the roses
blooming. If you are interested,
please let the Parish Office know.

A PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION:
God of this land and of every people,
who shape all things according to your own design
and write your law in every human heart:
we thank you for this country we call home,
from the First Nations people to others born here
and those you have gathered from across the earth.
We pray for the citizens of our land in this troubled time,
that we may be committed to justice,
to the dignity of each human life,
and to solidarity with all Australians and with the world.
Guide all who seek election to serve the nation;
may the Holy Spirit inspire them to pursue a better politics
that is wise and courageous and governs for the good of all.
May all of us see and hear you in the most vulnerable,
that we may respond to the cry of the earth
and the cry of the poor,
that we may respond to you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Source: AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE ELECTION STATEMENT 2022

A MERCY PRAYER BY SAINT FAUSTINA
(The second Sunday of Easter is designated also as Sunday of Divine Mercy).

“O Lord. I want to be completely transformed into Your mercy and to be Your living reflection. May the greatest
of all divine attributes, that of Your unfathomable mercy, pass through my heart and soul to my neighbour.
Help me, O Lord, that my eyes may be merciful, so that I may never suspect or judge from appearances, but look
for what is beautiful in my neighbour's souls and come to their rescue.
Help me, that my ears may be merciful, so that I may give heed to my neighbours' needs and not be indifferent
to their pains and moaning.
Help me, O Lord, that my tongue may be merciful, so that I should never speak negatively of my neighbour, but
have a word of comfort and forgiveness for all.
Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with good deeds, so that I may do only good to my
neighbours and take upon myself the more difficult and toilsome tasks.
Help me, that my feet may be merciful, so that I may hurry to assist my neighbour overcoming my own fatigue
and weariness. My true rest is in the service of my neighbour.
Help me, O Lord, that my heart may be merciful so that I myself may feel all the sufferings of my neighbour. I will
refuse my heart to no one. I will be sincere even with those who, I know, will abuse my kindness. And I will lock
myself up in the most merciful Heart of Jesus. I will bear my own suffering in silence.
May Your mercy, O Lord, rest upon me.” Amen.

Entrance: Come as You Are
Words and Music: Deirdre Browne ibvm.

Come as you are, that’s how I want you.
Come as you are, feel quite at home.
Close to My heart, loved and forgiven;
Come as you are, why stand alone?
No need to fear, love sets no limits
No need to fear, love never ends.
Don’t run away shamed and disheartened.
Rest in My love, trust Me again.
I came to call sinners, not just the virtuous.
I came to bring peace, not to condemn.
Each time you fail to live by My promise,
Why do you think I’d love you the less?
Come as you are, that’s how I love you.
Come as you are, trust me again.
Nothing can change the love that I bear you
All will be well, just come as you are.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948.

Thanksgiving: A TRUSTING PSALM
Text: Kevin Bates © 1989 Willow Connection

Refrain:
Lord, let your mercy be on us
As we place our trust in you.
The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love.
His love can never be measured.
His beauty is like nothing we have ever seen,
So let us place our trust in him.
The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God.
His love can never grow weary.
His mercy is as though our sins have never been,
If we can place our trust in him.

The word of the Lord is fire burning strong.
His love can never grow weary.
He will seek and save the lost until we all return,
So let us place our trust in him.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948.

Recessional: We Walk By Faith
Marty Haugen © GIA Publciations

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen
me;
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Communion: Unless a Grain of Wheat
Words and Music: Bernadette Farrell (Words based on John 12:24) © 1983, Bernadette Farrell

Refrain:
Unless a grain of wheat shall fall upon the
ground and die,
It remains but a single grain with no life.
If we have died with Him then we shall live with
Him,
If we hold firm we shall reign with Him. R/.
If any one serves Me then they must follow Me;
Wherever I am My servants will be. R/.
Make your home in Me as I make Mine in you;
Those who remain in Me bear much fruit. R/.
If you remain in Me and My Word lives in you;
Then you will be My disciples. R/.
Those who love Me are loved by My Father;
We shall be with them and dwell in them. R/.
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you;
Peace which the world cannot give is My gift. R/.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948.

We walk by faith, and not by sight:
No gracious words we hear
Of Him who spoke as none e’er spoke
But we believe Him near.
We may not touch His hands or side,
Nor follow where He trod;
Yet in His promise we rejoice
And cry “My Lord and God!”
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief,
And may our faith abound;
To call on You when You are near,
And seek where You are found:
That when our life of faith is done
In realms of clearer light
We may behold You as You are
In full and endless sight.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-641948.

Please remember in your prayers:
Those in ill health:
Kevin Hynes, Denis Shield, Moira Hansen, David
Brettell, Anna Pecar, Ame Cox and Laurel Dingle.
The Recently Deceased:
Daphne Colefax, Josephine Smith-Cameron, Tony
Maaran, Fay Shield, Joseph Miranda, Brian Lee and
Brian Wheatley Jnr.
Anniversary of Death:
Jim Deem, Ma. Melba Murillo, Elwyn Baxter, Pacita
Perez, Florence Schmidt, Merv Flavel, Richard Hogan, Joseph Nguyen, Peter Pham and Patrick & Sarah Hynes.

PIETY STALL
Please visit our piety stall if you
wish to buy some religious articles.
Piety stall is situated on the right
side of the church as you enter
through the main entrance. One
could also check the catalogue and
order any specific items.
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Receive the joy of your glory, giving
thanks to God, who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia.
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“My Lord and my God”
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An elderly priest looks over his large congregation on Easter
Sunday morning and decides to startle them with this announcement: “My friends, realizing that I will not see many
of you until next Easter, may I take this opportunity to wish
all of you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year!”
Why are many well-meaning Christians so uncommitted to
attending regular Sunday masses? The answer can be given
in one word: doubt or crisis of faith. I believe that people of
today, like people of all times, do have hunger for God. They
too search for the meaning of life. But they doubt whether
solution to their problems and answers to some of their existential questions can be found within the four walls of the
church. For this reason they are more disposed to spend
time in social action, in work, and in intellectual pursuit rather than in church worship. Today’s gospel gives us an example of a man who felt exactly like that. His name is Thomas.

Thomas was absent from their gathering when Jesus apPlease Ensure Silence peared to his disciples. But, being a wise man, Thomas resolves never again to miss the common gathering of believIn The Church By
ers. And when Jesus re-appeared to them, this time Thomas
Supporting Silent
had his own share of the resurrection experience. ImmediPrayer
ately his doubt was turned into faith and he fell down and
worshiped, saying, “My Lord and my God” Now let us ask
1st RITE OF RECONCILIATION
EVERY SATURDAY 5 - 5.30pm
ourselves, what if Thomas had stayed away again saying,
“Prove it to me that Jesus is risen and then I will come,”
This week’s Readings: Second Sun- would it be possible to prove it to him by arguments alone?
day of Easter Year C (p.789)
No! Sometimes the best argument you can give to some1st Acts 5: 12-16
Psalm Response: Give thanks to one out there who is in doubt and does not believe is a senthe Lord for he is good, his love is tence in three letter words: “Come and see.”
everlasting.
2nd Apocalypse 1: 9-13, 17-19
Gospel Acclamation (sung): (Lyrics in

I am therefore saying the same thing to some of our brothers and sisters who are still in doubt of fully practising their
hymns page)
faith “Come, let the risen Lord who is always present in the
Gospel - John 20: 19-31
word and sacrament encounter you and speak to you, and I
Next weekend’s Readings: Third promise, your life will never ever remain the same again.
Sunday of Easter Year C (p.794)
1st Acts 5: 27-32, 40-41
Psalm - 29
2nd Apocalypse 5: 11-14
Gospel - John 21: 1-19

Happy Divine Mercy Sunday!
Fr Lucius

